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           Contact: Betsy Hart 202-226-8555

HERSETH            SANDLIN INVITES SECRETARY VILSACK TO TOUR FLOOD DAMAGE IN NORTHEASTERN            SOUTH DAKOTA

Washington,            DC- Today, Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin sent a letter to Secretary            of Agriculture Tom Vilsack inviting him to tour the extensive flood            damage in northeastern South Dakota and proposing a town hall meeting            with State and county FSA directors and local producers to discuss solutions            and ways that USDA can help producers get back on track. 

“The flooding this            year has had a devastating impact on producers and rural communities,            the full extent of which is still unknown,” Rep. Herseth Sandlin said.            “With crops not yet in the ground, staggering livestock losses and dangerous            infrastructure damage, recovery will require a coordinated effort by            local, state and federal officials. As the world continues to rely on            our domestic producers to meet food, feed, and fuel needs, it is important            we provide our producers with the tools they need to continue to meet            this demand and overcome unexpected natural disasters. I look forward            to hearing back from Secretary Vilsack and am hopeful we can find a            time for him to visit northeastern South Dakota.”
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 The full text of            Rep. Herseth Sandlin’s letter to Secretary Vilsack can be found below.

 The Honorable Tom            Vilsack
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           Secretary
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           Washington DC 2050-002

Dear Secretary Vilsack,

As you know, this            past spring much of the upper Great Plains was hit with excessive flooding,            causing widespread disaster across many of the farms and towns across            South Dakota, including my hometown of Houghton in Brown County. As            our state moves through the recovery process, I would like to extend            an invitation to you to come visit northeastern South Dakota, the area            of our state most directly impacted by this disaster, at your earliest            convenience. 

The flooding in            northeast South Dakota has caused delays in spring planting or made            it impossible to plant this year, created new issues relating to wetlands,            and led to a slow recovery and clean-up effort. Many county and township            roads have been inundated with water. Some remain under water while            others are compromised, making the movement of heavy agricultural equipment            along these roads treacherous. Another issue of great concern is loss            of cattle, especially during calving season when the fields were wet            and cold and, in the western part of the state, under near-record amounts            of snow. In order for you to get a sense of the devastation in this            part of our state, I would like to take you on a helicopter tour, where            we can see firsthand the impact of flooding on towns, roads and farmland.            In many areas farmers have no choice but to delay planting as water            levels continue to fall. Further, many towns and counties in northeast            South Dakota are still waiting for disaster declarations to be approved            so they can begin utilizing much-needed federal aid to assist with the            clean-up and recovery process.
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In addition to this            tour, I propose a town hall meeting with our State and county FSA directors            and local producers to discuss solutions and ways that USDA can help            producers get back on track. Among issues to be discussed would be USDA            disaster assistance rulemaking, specifically the Livestock Indemnity            Program; prevented planting; expiring Conservation Reserve Program contracts;            changes and funding for the Wetlands Reserve Program; and ongoing questions            over the new Average Crop Revenue Program (ACRE) included in the 2008            Farm Bill. I believe our producers would find great value in sharing            their frustrations, struggles, and questions with you. Likewise, I believe            it would be useful for you to see and hear firsthand the impact this            spring’s flooding has had on an important crop and livestock region.            

As the world continues            to rely on our domestic producers to meet food, feed, and fuel needs,            it is important we provide our producers with the tools they need to            continue to meet this demand and overcome unexpected natural disasters.            I look forward to hearing back from you and hope that we can find a            time for you to visit South Dakota in the near future. 

Sincerely,

 9 / 12



Herseth Sandlin Invites Secretary of Agriculture to Tour Flood Damage in Northeastern South Dakota

  

 10 / 12



Herseth Sandlin Invites Secretary of Agriculture to Tour Flood Damage in Northeastern South Dakota

  

 11 / 12



Herseth Sandlin Invites Secretary of Agriculture to Tour Flood Damage in Northeastern South Dakota

     
   

 12 / 12


